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Minutes of Special Meeting of Longford County Council

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on

Monday, 8th April 2019 at 4.00 p.m.
____________________________________________________________________

PRESIDING:


Councillor Luie McEntire, Cathaoirleach.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors – Paraic Brady, John Browne, Seamus Butler, 




Micheál Carrigy, Mark Casey, Gerard Farrell,





Joe Flaherty, Gerard Hagan, Martin Mulleady, Colm Murray, 



Peggy Nolan, Pat O’Toole, P.J. Reilly, P. Ross and 




Gerry Warnock.  
IN ATTENDANCE:             Mr. Paddy Mahon, Chief Executive.





Mr. John McKeon, Head of Finance.





Mr. John Brannigan, Director of Services.




Mr. Donal Mac An Bheatha, Senior Planner.




Ms. Louise Kiernan, Senior Executive Planner. 




Ms. Rita Connaughton, Executive Planner.





Ms. Sheila Healy, Senior Staff Officer, Planning.





Ms. Lorraine McKee, Senior Staff Officer, Housing.





Ms. Brenda Duffy, Senior Staff Officer, Housing.





Ms. Claire Reehill, Staff Officer, Housing.

APOLOGIES


Councillors Mick Cahill and Mae Sexton.
MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPORT IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF SECTION 37E (4) AND 37E (5) OF THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT ACT 2000 (AS AMENDED) AND PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT (STRATEGIC INFRASTRUCTURE) ACT 2006, IN RELATION TO THE DERRYADD WINDFARM (STRATEGIC INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT)  -  circulated.

On the proposal of Councillor Mark Casey seconded by Councillor Gerry Warnock, it was unanimously agreed by the members present at the meeting, that under Section 37E (6) of the 
Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended), Longford County Council opposes the proposed Bord na Mona Wind Farm, citing its excessive industrial scale impact on the cut away bogs. 
It was noted that the Councillors, for a number of years, have supported the natural renaturing of the bogs as part of the County Development Plan proposals for the Mid-Shannon Wilderness Park. The development of a windfarm on the bogs utilising 1,000’s of tonnes of concrete and creating 37km of new roadway across the bogs would environmentally damage the bogs forever.

The Councillors agreed that the proposed windfarm would have a detrimental impact on the area and the potential of Tourism and the Mid-Shannon Wilderness Park in terms of-
1. Negative environmental impact.
2. Negative social and human impact.
3. Negative traffic impact during construction and inadequacies of local roads to cater for this.
4. Negative height impact of Wind Turbines two and a half times higher than the chimney stack at Lough Ree Power Station, Lanesboro.
5. Negative visual and noise impact.
6. Negative impact on ground water.
7. Negative impact on Air Corp emergency services.
8. Wind farm will become obsolete and turn Longford into a rust belt.
9. The absence of National Wind Farm guidelines.

It was also agreed that the renatured bogs would have the potential of a UNESCO designated natural site over time which the proposed windfarm would rule out.

NOTICE OF MOTION SUBMITTED BY COUNCILLORS GERRY WARNOCK, SEAMUS BUTLER, MICHAEL CARRIGY AND PARAIC BRADY  - Differential Rent Scheme.
In Committee Meeting.

On the proposal of Councillor C. Murray seconded by Councillor G. Warnock, 

it was unanimously agreed that in accordance with Standing Orders this section 

of the meeting be held “In Committee. “

This concluded the business of the meeting.
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Signed: _______________

             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the

8th May 2019.

Signed: _______________

             Cathaoirleach.
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